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Table 1 Car thefts per 1,000 registrations in New South Wales, South Australia and Western 

Australia, 2002-2006 
Year NSW SA WA Australia 

2002 10.49 9.71 7.34 8.33 

2003 8.52 8.65 6.91 6.98 

2004 7.93 8.41 5.11 6.06 

2005 6.84 7.46 4.54 5.43 

2006 6.47 6.46 4.34 4.97 
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Figure 1 Car thefts per 1,000 registrations in New South Wales, South Australia and 

Western Australia, 2002-2006 
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pç= Üçï=Çç=pçìíÜ=^ìëíê~äá~Ûë= ëÉåíÉåÅáåÖ= íêÉåÇë= Åçãé~êÉ= íç= íÜÉ= îÉÜáÅäÉ= íÜÉÑí= ê~íÉë= ëÉÉå= ~ÄçîÉ\= q~ÄäÉ= O=
ÄÉäçï=éêçîáÇÉë=~=ëìãã~êó=çÑ=ëÉåíÉåÅáåÖ=íêÉåÇë= áå=íÜÉ=pçìíÜ=^ìëíê~äá~å=j~Öáëíê~íÉë=`çìêí=çîÉê=~=NSJóÉ~ê=
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Table 2 South Australian Magistrates Court: Sentencing trends by primary sentence category 

(%) where larceny or illegal use of a motor vehicle was the major charge convicted, 

1990-2005 
 

Year No 

Penalty 

Other 

Order 

Fine License 

Suspension 

Bond Community 

Service  

Order 

Suspended 

term of 

Imprisonment 

Term of 

Imprisonment 

1990 4.7 0.9 13.8 1.3 4.3 10.1 23.0 41.9 

1991 3.7 1.1 12.0 1.3 3.7 10.2 28.5 39.6 

1992 2.1 1.2 10.7 0.9 3.6 10.7 33.0 37.8 

1993 1.0 0.0 4.7 6.1 3.4 8.5 34.6 41.7 

1994 0.9 0.0 4.8 9.2 3.5 10.0 31.9 39.7 

1995 1.9 0.0 1.4 9.3 6.9 12.0 31.9 36.6 

1996 0.8 0.4 4.2 10.6 3.4 10.6 22.0 47.9 

1997 0.9 0.0 1.3 9.9 7.6 10.3 35.4 34.5 

1998 0.5 0.0 1.6 10.5 7.3 6.8 42.9 30.4 

1999 1.0 0.0 1.5 9.3 7.4 7.4 45.1 28.4 

2000 0.4 0.0 0.8 8.6 11.8 8.6 46.9 22.9 

2001 0.8 0.0 1.3 7.6 14.8 6.8 41.1 27.5 

2002 1.2 0.4 1.2 12.7 15.1 4.6 37.1 27.8 

2003 1.3 0.0 1.7 8.5 17.4 6.8 36.6 27.7 

2004 0.4 0.0 0.9 9.6 16.1 6.1 35.7 31.3 

2005 0.0 0.0 0.6 15.8 17.5 7.0 35.1 24.0 

=
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Figure 2 South Australian Magistrates Court: Major penalty for major charge convicted – 
larceny and illegal use of a motor vehicle combined, 1990-2005 
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Ñêçã=NQB=íç=äÉëë=íÜ~å=NBK===

=
qÜÉ= é~ííÉêå= çÑ= ëÉåíÉåÅáåÖ= ëìÖÖÉëíë= íÜ~íI= ÇÉëéáíÉ= éìÄäáÅ= ÅçåÅÉêå= ~Äçìí= íÜÉ= Ñ~áäìêÉ= çÑ= ëÉåíÉåÅÉêë= íç= “ÖÉí=
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NB= çîÉê= íÜÉ= NSJóÉ~ê= éÉêáçÇK= = páãáä~êäóI= íÜÉ= ìëÉ= çÑ= Åçããìåáíó= ëÉêîáÅÉ= ~ë= ~= ëÉåíÉåÅáåÖ= çéíáçå= ~äëç=
ëìÄëí~åíá~ääó=ÇÉÅäáåÉÇK==tÜáäÉ=áí=áë=åçí=éçëëáÄäÉ=íç=Çê~ï=~åó=Ñáêã=ÅçåÅäìëáçåë=~Äçìí=ïÜó=íÜáë=íêÉåÇ=çÅÅìêêÉÇI=
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Y= -1.2193x + 44.095  
R2 = 0.6364 
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Table 3 South Australian Magistrates Court: Imprisonment rates where larceny or illegal use 

of a motor vehicle was the major charge convicted, 1990-2005  
Imprisonment (Weeks) 

Year Number of cases Minimum Maximum Average 

1990 195 2 100 19 

1991 182 4 156 23 

1992 127 2 86 24 

1993 123 2 78 25 

1994 91 2 78 22 

1995 77 2 156 28 

1996 113 4 104 27 

1997 77 2 104 29 

1998 58 3 156 28 

1999 58 4 143 31 

2000 56 3 177 35 

2001 65 1 121 28 

2002 72 1 147 31 

2003 65 4 130 30 

2004 72 2 208 32 

2005 41 4 112 25 
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Figure 3 South Australian Magistrates Court: Number of weeks imprisonment where 
larceny or illegal use of a motor vehicle was the major charge convicted, 1990-
2005 
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Table 4 Magistrates’ Courts imprisonment rates (%) in New South Wales, South Australia and 

Western Australia for motor vehicle theft (and related charges*), 1996-2005 
Percentage 

Year NSW SA WA 

1996 32.96 47.88 40.67* 

1997 39.79 34.53 33.47* 

1998 33.16 30.37 37.58 

1999 34.74 28.43 32.30 

2000 33.92 22.86 38.31 

2001 39.78 27.54 36.20 

2002 38.55 27.80 35.52 

2003 38.56 27.66 32.41 

2004 40.20 31.30 32.78 

2005 42.19 23.98 29.94 

* For SA this includes both Larceny of a motor vehicle and Illegal use of a motor vehicle. For WA and NSW this includes ‘motor 
vehicle theft and related offences’. 

NSW figures were derived from the NSW Bureau of Crime Statistics and Research. These courts are referred to as ‘Local Courts’ 
in NSW. WA figures were derived from the University of WA Crime Research Centre. However, 1996 and 1997 figures for WA were 
based on 1995/96 and 1996/97 financial year information supplied by the Australian Bureau of Statistics. 
=
=

Figure 4 Magistrates’ Courts imprisonment rates (%) in New South Wales, South Australia 
and Western Australia for motor vehicle theft, 1996-2005 
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áåÅêÉ~ëáåÖäó=ÜáÖÜÉê=ê~íÉ=íÜ~å=pçìíÜ=^ìëíê~äá~=íê~åëä~íÉ=íç=~=ëìÄëí~åíá~ääó=ÖêÉ~íÉê=êÉÇìÅíáçå=áå=íÜÉ=ê~íÉ=çÑ=ãçíçê=
îÉÜáÅäÉ= íÜÉÑí\=oÉÑÉêêáåÖ=Ä~Åâ= íç= íÜÉ= îÉÜáÅäÉ= íÜÉÑí= ê~íÉë= áå=q~ÄäÉ=NI= áå=kÉï=pçìíÜ=t~äÉëI= íÜÉ=éêçéçêíáçå=çÑ=
çÑÑÉåÇÉêë= ëÉåíÉåÅÉÇ= íç= ~= íÉêã= çÑ= áãéêáëçåãÉåí= ÄÉíïÉÉå= OMMO= ~åÇ= OMMR= ê~åÖÉÇ= ÄÉíïÉÉå= PV= ~åÇ= QOBX=
îÉÜáÅäÉ= íÜÉÑí= Ñçê= íÜÉ= ë~ãÉ= éÉêáçÇ=ï~ë= êÉÇìÅÉÇ= PRBK= _ó= Åçãé~êáëçåI= íÜÉ= éêçéçêíáçå= çÑ= pçìíÜ= ^ìëíê~äá~å=
çÑÑÉåÇÉêë=êÉÅÉáîáåÖ=íÉêãë=çÑ= áãéêáëçåãÉåí=Ñçê=íÜÉ=ë~ãÉ=éÉêáçÇ=ê~åÖÉÇ=ÄÉíïÉÉå=OQ=~åÇ=PNBX=Å~ê=íÜÉÑí= Ñçê=
íÜÉ=ë~ãÉ=éÉêáçÇ=êÉÇìÅÉÇ=Äó=çåäó=OPB=EpçìíÜ=^ìëíê~äá~Ûë=áãéêáëçåãÉåí=ê~íÉ=ÑÉää=Ñêçã=PNB=áå=OMMQ=íç=OQB=áå=
OMMRFK= = lå= Ñ~ÅÉ= î~äìÉI= íÜáë= ÅçìäÇ= ëìÖÖÉëí= íÜ~í= áãéêáëçåãÉåí=ã~ó= ëÉêîÉ= ~= ÇÉíÉêêÉåí= ÑìåÅíáçåK= = eçïÉîÉêI=
ïÜÉå=íÜÉ=tÉëíÉêå=^ìëíê~äá~å=ÑáÖìêÉë=~êÉ=Åçãé~êÉÇ=íç=íÜ~í=çÑ=kÉï=pçìíÜ=t~äÉëI=íÜáë=~êÖìãÉåí=ëÉÉãë=äÉëë=
î~äáÇK==qÜÉ=ê~íÉ=çÑ= áãéêáëçåãÉåí= áå=tÉëíÉêå=^ìëíê~äá~=Ñçê=OMMOJOMMR=ï~ë=~êçìåÇ=PMJPSBX=íÜÉ=êÉÇìÅíáçå=áå=
Å~ê= íÜÉÑí= Ñçê= íÜÉ= ë~ãÉ=éÉêáçÇ=ï~ë=PUB= EáKÉKI= PB=ãçêÉ= íÜ~å=kÉï=pçìíÜ=t~äÉëFK= fÑ= çåÉ= äççâë=~í= íÜÉ=ãçëí=
êÉÅÉåí= îÉÜáÅäÉ= íÜÉÑí= ÑáÖìêÉëI= áå= OMMSI= íÜÉ= éêçéçêíáçå= çÑ= Å~êë= ëíçäÉå= éÉê= NIMMM= êÉÖáëíê~íáçåë= ÑÉää= Äó= RB=
EÅçãé~êÉÇ= íç= OMMRF= áå= kÉï= pçìíÜ= t~äÉëI= ~åÇ= QB= áå= tÉëíÉêå= ^ìëíê~äá~K= pçìíÜ= ^ìëíê~äá~= êÉÅçêÇÉÇ= íÜÉ=
ÖêÉ~íÉëí=êÉÇìÅíáçå=ENPBF=êÉëìäíáåÖ=áå=~=íÜÉÑí=ê~íÉ=Éèìáî~äÉåí=íç=kÉï=pçìíÜ=t~äÉëK==
=

`lk` i r p f l k =

fí=áë=åçí=éçëëáÄäÉ=íç=ÇÉíÉêãáåÉ=ïÜÉíÜÉê=kÉï=pçìíÜ=t~äÉëÛ=áåÅêÉ~ëáåÖ=ê~íÉ=çÑ=áãéêáëçåãÉåí=Ñçê=ãçíçê=îÉÜáÅäÉ=
íÜÉÑí=Ü~ë=ÇêáîÉå=íÜÉáê=êÉÇìÅíáçå=áå=îÉÜáÅäÉ=íÜÉÑí=ê~íÉëK=pçìíÜ=^ìëíê~äá~Ûë=íÜÉÑí=åìãÄÉêë=Ü~îÉ=ÄÉÖìå=íç=ëÜçï=~å=
áãéêçîÉãÉåí= ïáíÜ= ~= îÉÜáÅäÉ= íÜÉÑí= ê~íÉ= áå= OMMS= Éèìáî~äÉåí= íç= íÜ~í= çÑ= kÉï= pçìíÜ= t~äÉëI= ÇÉëéáíÉ= áíë=
áãéêáëçåãÉåí= ê~íÉë= ëÜçïáåÖ= íÜÉ= çééçëáíÉ= íêÉåÇK= fåÇÉÉÇI= tÉëíÉêå= ^ìëíê~äá~Ûë= íêÉåÇ= Ñçê= êÉÇìÅÉÇ=
áãéêáëçåãÉåí=ê~íÉë=Ü~ë=åçí=ÅçãéêçãáëÉÇ=áíë=îÉÜáÅäÉ=íÜÉÑí=ê~íÉ=~åÇ=áí=ÅçåíáåìÉë=íç=êÉã~áå=ÄÉäçï=íÜÉ=å~íáçå~ä=
~îÉê~ÖÉK=qÜÉëÉ=ÇáÑÑÉêáåÖ=ÑáåÇáåÖë=áåÇáÅ~íÉ=íÜ~í=åç=Ñáêã=ÅçåÅäìëáçåë=Å~å=ÄÉ=Çê~ïå=~Äçìí=êçäÉ=çÑ=ëÉåíÉåÅáåÖ=áå=
ÄÉíïÉÉåJpí~íÉ=ÇáÑÑÉêÉåÅÉë=áå=ãçíçê=îÉÜáÅäÉ=íÜÉÑíëK==
=
få=Ñ~ÅíI=íÜÉ=î~êá~íáçå=áå=íÜÉÑí=ê~íÉë=çîÉê=íÜÉ=ÑáîÉJóÉ~ê=éÉêáçÇ=ã~ó=ÄÉ=~=êÉëìäí=çÑ=~=åìãÄÉê=çÑ=Ñ~ÅíçêëK=tÉëíÉêå=
^ìëíê~äá~=Ü~Ç=~=Åçãéìäëçêó=îÉÜáÅäÉ=áããçÄáäáëÉê=ëÅÜÉãÉ=áå=çéÉê~íáçå=çîÉê=íÜÉ=ÉåíáêÉ=éÉêáçÇ=~åÇ=áíë=íÜÉÑí=ê~íÉ=
Ü~ë=êÉã~áåÉÇ=ÄÉäçï=íÜÉ=å~íáçå~ä=~îÉê~ÖÉ=É~ÅÜ=óÉ~ê=ëç= áíÛë= êÉ~ëçå~ÄäÉ= íç=~ëëìãÉ=íÜ~í= áíë= íÜÉÑí= êÉÇìÅíáçåë=
ã~ó= åçí= ÄÉ= ~ë= éêçåçìåÅÉÇ= ~ë= íÜÉ= çíÜÉê= pí~íÉëK= ^åó= çíÜÉê= ãçíçê= îÉÜáÅäÉ= íÜÉÑí= éêÉîÉåíáçå= ~ÅíáîáíáÉë= çê=
ëíê~íÉÖáÉë= áå=éä~ÅÉ= áå=É~ÅÜ=çÑ= íÜÉ=pí~íÉëLqÉêêáíçêáÉë=ïçìäÇ=~äëç=ÄÉ=ÉñéÉÅíÉÇ=íç=Ü~îÉ=ëçãÉ= áãé~Åí=çå=íÜÉÑí=
ê~íÉëK===

tÜáäÉ=ÅìëíçÇá~ä= ëÉåíÉåÅÉë= áå=pçìíÜ=^ìëíê~äá~=Ü~îÉ=ÇÉÅäáåÉÇ= áå= íÜÉ=é~ëí=NS=óÉ~êëI= íÜÉ= äÉåÖíÜ=çÑ= ëÉåíÉåÅÉë=
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líÜÉê= åçíÉïçêíÜó= ëÉåíÉåÅáåÖ= íêÉåÇë= áå= íÜÉ= é~ëí= NS= óÉ~êë= áåÅäìÇÉ= íÜÉ= ëÜáÑí= ~ï~ó= Ñêçã= áãéçëáåÖ= ÑáåÉë=
EÅçåëáÇÉêÉÇ=~=ãçêÉ= äÉåáÉåí=çéíáçåF=~åÇ=íçï~êÇë=íÜÉ=ìëÉ=çÑ=ÄçåÇë=~åÇ=ëìëéÉåÇÉÇ=íÉêãë=çÑ= áãéêáëçåãÉåíK=
mìÄäáÅ= éÉêÅÉéíáçå= íÜ~í= éÉå~äíó= ëÉîÉêáíó= Ü~ë= ÇÉÅäáåÉÇ=ã~ó= ÄÉ= áå= êÉëéçåëÉ= íç= íÜÉ= áåÅêÉ~ëáåÖ= ÑêÉèìÉåÅó= çÑ=
ëìëéÉåÇÉÇ=ëÉåíÉåÅÉë=~ë=~=éÉå~äíó=çéíáçåK=aÉëéáíÉ=ÅçåíáåìÉÇ=éìÄäáÅ=ëìééçêí=Ñçê=Ü~êëÜÉê=ëÉåíÉåÅÉ=éê~ÅíáÅÉëI=



 

pÉåíÉåÅáåÖ=qêÉåÇë=áå=pçìíÜ=^ìëíê~äá~=J=m~ÖÉ=NM=

êÉëÉ~êÅÜ=Ü~ë=ÅçåëáëíÉåíäó=ëÜçïå=íÜ~í=áãéêáëçåãÉåí=áë=åçí=~=ëìáí~ÄäÉ=êÉÜ~Äáäáí~íáîÉ=çéíáçåK==qÜáë=áë=ÉîáÇÉåí=áå=
íÜÉ= éêáåÅáéäÉë= çÑ= íÜÉê~éÉìíáÅ= àìêáëéêìÇÉåÅÉ= ~åÇ= ëìÅÜ= ~å= çéíáçå= áë= ïçêíÜ= ÅçåëáÇÉê~íáçå= EÉKÖKI= íÜÉ=
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=

ml p q p ` o f m q =

páåÅÉ= íÜáë= êÉëÉ~êÅÜ= ï~ë= ÅçãéäÉíÉÇI= ãçêÉ= êÉÅÉåí= Ç~í~= Ü~ë= ÄÉÅçãÉ= ~î~áä~ÄäÉK= oÉÖ~êÇáåÖ= íÜÉ= åìãÄÉê= çÑ=
ãçíçê= îÉÜáÅäÉ= íÜÉÑíëI= Ç~í~= Ñçê= íÜÉ=OMMSLMT= Ñáå~åÅá~ä= óÉ~ê= ëÜçïë= íÜ~í= ~äíÜçìÖÜ= íÜÉÑíë= áå=kÉï=pçìíÜ=t~äÉë=
ÅçåíáåìÉÇ=íç=ÇÉÅäáåÉI=tÉëíÉêå=^ìëíê~äá~=ëÜçïÉÇ=~=ëã~ää=áåÅêÉ~ëÉ=çîÉê=íÜÉ=éêÉîáçìë=Ñáå~åÅá~ä=óÉ~ê=~åÇ=pçìíÜ=
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éêçéçêíáçå=ëÉåíÉåÅÉÇ=íç=áãéêáëçåãÉåí=áåÅêÉ~ëÉÇ=ëäáÖÜíäó=íç=OTKRB=EÅçãé~êÉÇ=ïáíÜ=OQKMB=áå=OMMR=~ë=ëÜçïå=
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ãìëí=~äëç=ÄÉ=ÅçåëáÇÉêÉÇ=áå=~ííÉãéíáåÖ=íç=êÉÇìÅÉ=ãçíçê=îÉÜáÅäÉ=íÜÉÑíK==
=
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=
lÑÑáÅÉ=çÑ=`êáãÉ=pí~íáëíáÅë=~åÇ=oÉëÉ~êÅÜ=ENVVMJOMMRFK=`êáãÉ=~åÇ=gìëíáÅÉ=áå=pçìíÜ=^ìëíê~äá~I=^Çìäí=`çìêíë=~åÇ=
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=
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mëóÅÜçäçÖó=~åÇ=i~ïI=NOENFK==
=
`~ëÉóI=pKkKI=C=táäëçåI=gK`K=ENVVUFK==aáëÅêÉíáçåI=Çáëé~êáíó=çê=ÇáëÅêÉé~åÅó\=^=êÉîáÉï=çÑ=ëÉåíÉåÅáåÖ=

ÅçåëáëíÉåÅóK==mëóÅÜá~íêóI=mëóÅÜçäçÖó=~åÇ=i~ïI=REOFI=OPTJOQTK=
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